FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Collaborative Partnership Connects Learning across the Province
Slave Lake, Alberta (February 24, 2020): A new partnership between Medicine Hat College (MHC) and
Northern Lakes College (NLC) will expand access to education and opportunities for learners across the
province.
A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed by both institutions last week to signify their commitment to
increasing regional access and delivering programming by fall 2020. This collaborative effort also supports the
provincial government’s desire for change within the post-secondary system.
“Northern Lakes College and Medicine Hat College are setting an excellent example for Alberta’s postsecondary system. The goals of this new agreement are strongly aligned with the Government of Alberta’s own
objectives. I fully support all efforts to foster collaboration and reduce duplication, to improve student services
and cut red tape, and to ensure programming meets the needs of the communities and regional economies
served by both colleges,” remarks Minister Demetrios Nicolaides, Minister of Advanced Education.
Working within NLC’s proven Supported Distance Learning (SDL) model, MHC looks to increase accessibility
and offer flexible learning opportunities to students in southeast Alberta by supporting in the delivery of NLC
programs. As the strategy progresses, the partnership will be reciprocated in that MHC programs will be
offered via distance to students in NLC’s service region.
“Northern Lakes College is pleased to collaborate with Medicine Hat College. Our colleges have similar
community stewardship mandates, and we are eager to share our expertise to increase the breadth of
programming available to our respective service regions,” comments Ann Everatt, President and CEO of NLC.
MHC Brooks Campus will serve as the first physical hub and support centre for students in the region, with
expansion into other rural communities based on demand and available resources.
“This partnership is a game changer for MHC. It allows us to expand program offerings and provide access to
anyone who wants to learn, regardless of their location. Regional access was identified through our recent
strategic planning process as one of our top priorities and we look forward to the opportunities this partnership
provides our students and our institution,” says Kevin Shufflebotham, President and CEO of MHC.
As the implementation of processes is in the early stages, additional information as to where students can go
to apply and get further information will be released in the near future.
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About Medicine Hat College
Known for our focus on students − and our innovative and collaborative nature – Medicine Hat College proudly serves
over 8,000 learners each year. Committed to the communities of southeastern Alberta, yet mindful of global opportunities,
we invite you to develop your full potential through our broad array of programs, courses and services. MHC is a proud
member of Campus Alberta and welcomes partnership to benefit our students and communities. To learn how we’re here
for you, visit www.mhc.ab.ca.
About Northern Lakes College
Northern Lakes College (NLC), located in northern Alberta, provides quality programs through distributed learning to over
6,000 students annually. NLC offers certificate and diploma programs in Business, Health Sciences and Allied Health,
Human Services, Technology, Trades, University Studies, and Academic Upgrading. The College collaborates with
partners to offer degree completion opportunities, including a Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor of Social Work. NLC
provides professional accreditation and certificate programs through its Continuing Education and Corporate Training
Department.
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